
 

 

 
In case you need a few more examples of 

Tonya Payne on “The Record”... 
 
Councilwoman tables plans to exempt colleges from rental unit registration 
Thursday, February 12, 2009 
By Rich Lord, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
Councilwoman Tonya Payne, who proposed the exemption two weeks ago, said the city must consider "the 
consequences that might happen if an exemption is granted here or anywhere else." 
 
And by month's end, at least two property owners' groups expect to decide whether to file suit to halt parts 
of Mayor Luke Ravenstahl's effort to register rental properties and, where necessary, fine landlords for 
tenant behavior. 
 
Williams family helping redevelop Uptown 
In past at odds with leaders over vast real estate holdings 
Sunday, February 01, 2009 
By Mark Belko, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

City Councilwoman Tonya Payne, who now represents Uptown and who received campaign contributions 
from the owners of Williams Real Estate in 2005, spoke highly of Sal Williams. 

"He's definitely good for Uptown and he's always been," she said 

Hill District pastor who fought hockey arena retiring 
Sunday, January 25, 2009 
By Ann Rodgers, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

That pitted him against Councilwoman Tonya Payne, who in 2005 had defeated his friend, Mr. Udin. She 
saw the casino as a good deal. But, after the casino plan failed, she believes Dr. Monroe's group made 
unrealistic demands on the group that emerged to build an arena. His group wanted $10 million to revitalize 
the Hill. Ms. Payne's group had a lead role in negotiations that yielded $3 million. 

"I'm still convinced that the community did not get a good deal," Dr. Monroe said. 

Modest reform: Pittsburgh can do better on campaign finance 
Thursday, January 15, 2009 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

Other officials -- including state Rep. Don Walko, state Sen. Jim Ferlo, state Rep. Dan Deasy and city 
Councilwoman Tonya Payne -- also received thousands of dollars in political aid from businesses that got 
work from the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority and the Urban Redevelopment Authority, where these 
lawmakers have seats. 

Volunteer work can pay off for politicians 
Being on a board will spur campaign contributions 



 

 
Sunday, January 11, 2009 
By Rich Lord, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

State Reps. Don Walko, Dan Deasy and Harry Readshaw, state Sen. Jim Ferlo, City Councilwoman Tonya 
Payne and former council members Len Bodack and Twanda Carlisle all have had top contributors tied to 
firms that did business with city authorities they oversaw. 

Clubby treatment: A cease-and-desist order mysteriously goes away 
Friday, January 09, 2009 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

The mayor said Wednesday that "normal procedures were followed" in this case, but the Ravenstahl 
administration has had too many incidents that give support to the belief that Pittsburgh is a place where a 
dollar spent on political campaigns reaps big dividends from the bureaucracy. 

Perhaps Councilwoman Tonya Payne, who defended the owners of the club, unwittingly described the real 
situation: "They operated very low under the radar." If a city zoning code is to have any integrity, though, 
that's not good enough. 

Litigation likely on weapons measure 
City wants missing guns reported to police in 24 hours 
Tuesday, November 25, 2008 
By Rich Lord, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

"Who really cares about it being unconstitutional?" said Councilwoman Tonya Payne. 

URA will pay Ford through June 
Friday, September 12, 2008 
By Rich Lord, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

 
City zoning board hears pros, cons of controversial billboard 
Friday, September 05, 2008 
By Rich Lord, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

Mr. Geier said that in early 2006, he took his firm's concept to the late Mayor Bob O'Connor, Mr. Shields 
and council members Tonya Payne and Dan Deasy. 

"Everybody we spoke to was very excited about this project and wanted to bring this amenity to the city," 

Council gives first OK to mayor's bond refinancing plan 
Wednesday, August 13, 2008 
By Rich Lord, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

Before yesterday's meeting got hot, council voted 5-0 to allow Mr. Ravenstahl's administration to refinance 
up to $80 million in old city debt, as long as costs don't top $1.38 million, and savings exceed $2.3 million. 
Mr. Shields, Mr. Peduto and Darlene Harris abstained, and Mr. Motznik was out of the room. 



 

 
"We're finding all kinds of reasons why we can't do this," said Councilwoman Tonya Payne. "I'm so 
perplexed right now." 

Council nixes idea of mileage reimbursements 
Thursday, July 24, 2008 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

Council voted 6-0 to table Ms. Payne's effort to bring back reimbursements. Even Ms. Payne voted to deep-
freeze the bill. The vote means it won't likely be brought back soon. 

Parking operator faces zoning hearing 
Monday, June 30, 2008 
By Rich Lord, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

For me, they're only temporary lots," said Ms. Payne. "What Sal's trying to do is use these as temporary lots 
until such time as development can happen." 

 
City urged to take ownership of Freedom Corner 
Tuesday, April 29, 2008 
By Rich Lord, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

The Hill District's damaged Freedom Corner monument would become city property and the subject of a 
fund-raising campaign under a plan outlined by Councilwoman Tonya Payne yesterday. 

Council sets up fund to maintain Freedom Corner 
Thursday, June 26, 2008 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

The Freedom Corner monument to the city's civil rights heroes got a boost yesterday from Pittsburgh City 
Council, which voted to create a trust fund to maintain and insure it…Pending a Tuesday final vote, 
Councilwoman Tonya Payne would put $2,000 in neighborhood improvement money into the fund, which 
could receive governmental and private contributions. 

Old-style politics: The mayor says the sky's the limit on donations 
Wednesday, June 11, 2008 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

Pittsburgh was about to become a model for the state last week when City Council passed new campaign 
finance regulations. Instead, the city now stands as an example of backward thinking and old-style 
politicking. 

The suggestion of a "pay-to-play" culture continues to hang over city business because Mayor Luke 
Ravenstahl vetoed a bill that would have limited contributions to candidates for city office to $2,000 from 
individuals and partnerships. Donations from political action committees would have been capped at 
$5,000. 



 

 
The veto killed the measure because four council members -- Jim Motznik, Tonya Payne, Darlene Harris 
and Dan Deasy, who voted against the bill last week -- compounded their bad decision by refusing to 
override the veto. 

City Council approves campaign finance limits 
Tuesday, June 03, 2008 
By Rich Lord, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

Pittsburgh City Council today approved new campaign finance rules by a 5-4 final vote that sends the 
proposed ordinance to Mayor Luke Ravenstahl, but without a veto-proof margin. No votes: Jim Motznik, 
Darlene Harris, Tonya Payne and Dan Deasy, 

Tuned In Journal: Obama on 'Daily Show;' 'NewsHour' in Pittsburgh 
Tuesday, April 22, 2008 
By Rob Owen, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
Last night, Gwen Ifill anchored the newscast from WQED using the "On Q" backdrop. She did an in-studio 
interview with Pittsburgh City Council members (Clinton supporter Tonya Payne; Obama supporter Patrick 
Dowd) 
 
Rep. Wheatley faces challenge in bid for fourth term 
Thursday, April 17, 2008 
By Karamagi Rujumba, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
Have we really seen any change in the lives of people in the district since he has been in office?" she asked, 
denying that her candidacy is backed by Pittsburgh city Councilwoman Tonya Payne, an outspoken critic 
of Mr. Wheatley. 
 
Black Democrats torn between candidates 
Friday, April 11, 2008 
By Timothy McNulty, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

The objective here is to win the seat -- to actually have a Democrat in the White House come January. Both 
Obama and Clinton are good candidates -- superb candidates -- but I just see Clinton being stronger in the 
General Election and winning against McCain," Ms. Payne said, in a break from a council session 
Wednesday. 

"I say that because of the experience Clinton has, the races [she has] actually run and won in against 
Republicans, and Obama doesn't share the same [experience]," she said. 

Council fails to override Ravenstahl's veto on city cars 
By Jerome L. Sherman, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

The final vote was 5-3. Council President Doug Shields and members Ricky Burgess, Patrick Dowd, Bruce 
Kraus, William Peduto voted in favor, while members Dan Deasy, Jim Motznik and Tonya Payne were 
opposed. 

Council eliminates mileage, reduces take-home cars 
Tuesday, March 25, 2008 
By Rich Lord, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 



 

 
Pittsburgh City Council voted today to eliminate mileage reimbursement for elected officials and cut in half 
the number of city employees allowed to take home taxpayer-funded cars each night 

Voting yes were Mr. Shields, Mr. Burgess, Patrick Dowd, Bruce Kraus, William Peduto. Voting no were 
Ms. Harris, Jim Motznik and Tonya Payne. Dan Deasy abstained. 

City Council holds off voting on digital billboard 
Wednesday, March 05, 2008 
By Rich Lord, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
Councilwoman Tonya Payne and colleague Jim Motznik argued for the billboard and for Lamar, whose 
executives the councilman called "good neighbors." 
 
New effort in works to assure diversity to city contracting 
Monday, February 25, 2008 
By Rich Lord, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

Councilwoman Tonya Payne argued that the data is already in hand. 

"I don't know how much more money we're going to spend to do more studies, and then nothing gets done 
with the studies," she said. "Use what you've got so you can start some progress." 

Ms. Payne was on the opposite side of the vote. 

"The same things that existed, that they found in the first [study], exist today," she said. So why study them 
again? 

Council OKs historic status for Wilson home 
Thursday, February 21, 2008 
By Rich Lord, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
It was my mistake. It was no one else's mistake," Ms. Payne said of delays in considering the house's 
nomination as a historic structure even after the Historic Review Commission and City Planning 
Commission signed off. 

"Political pettiness has been surrounded around me since the day I got here," she added. Who's behind it? 
"If any of us don't believe that Sala ain't still behind the scenes ... You've always got him, behind the back, 
trying to maneuver, whatever." 

Family seeks probe of delay in Wilson house designation 
Monday, February 18, 2008 
By Rich Lord, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
I know there's no forgiving from my adversaries," she said. "An investigation, and all that, I'm not sure 
that's needed." 
 
City Valentine's affair  
Feb. 14, 2008 
Thursday, February 14, 2008 



 

 
How deep is their love? That's the question today, after Pittsburgh City Council and Mayor Luke 
Ravenstahl met to sign a joint "Proclamation of Pledges to Improve Governance in Pittsburgh" in a 
touching Valentine's morning ceremony. 

The mayor, for his part, called the presence of eight council members, himself and Deputy Controller Doug 
Anderson "a very strong statement," but maintained that most of the pledges were "items that we've already 
begun to work on." 

Why eight? Councilwoman Darlene Harris missed the news conference because of a scheduling conflict. 
And then there were seven, when Councilwoman Tonya Payne oddly left the event as soon as Councilman 
Doug Shields started talking, and before everybody ceremonially signed the proclamation. 

City Council to review planners' OK of billboard 
Wednesday, February 13, 2008 
By Rich Lord, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

Councilwoman Tonya Payne, who represents Downtown, said she hasn't heard any complaints about the 
sign. 

"I'm all right with it," she said. 

Payne won't say if Wilson warnings were ignored 
 
Tuesday, February 05, 2008 
By Rich Lord, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
From Dec. 3 through Jan. 16, the City Planning Department sent six e-mails to council, asking about the 
status of the designation for 1727 Bedford Ave., where the Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright grew up. It 
had been approved by the Historic Review and Planning commissions, and sent to council for the final 
action on Oct. 10 
Asked whether she got the e-mails, Ms. Payne said, "If you said I got them, I got them 
 
City council taking on a new look and attitude 
Analysis 
Tuesday, January 08, 2008 
By Rich Lord, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

Last year, Mayor Luke Ravenstahl could pretty much count on getting a council majority to support his 
agenda, and faced a lame-duck acting controller at audit time. That changed yesterday with the swearing-in 
of three rookie council members and new Controller Michael Lamb, and an 8-0 vote that kept the 
irrepressible Doug Shields as council president. 

Councilwoman Tonya Payne, another mayoral ally, left the chamber shortly before the vote, and missed it. 
An aide said she had to attend another meeting, and she couldn't be reached for comment. 

City Council balks at new street paving system 
Tuesday, November 06, 2007 
By Rich Lord, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 



 

 
Pittsburgh City Council tentatively rejected legislation yesterday that would compel the use of a 
computerized system to determine which streets to pave. 

Pittsburgh City Council tentatively rejected legislation yesterday that would compel the use of a 
computerized system to determine which streets to pave. 

Penguins unveil arena design drawings 
Hill ministers seek separate meeting on side investments 
Wednesday, August 29, 2007 
By Ann Belser and Mark Belko, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

In a related development, nine Hill District ministers want to meet with public officials and the Penguins to 
discuss neighborhood reinvestment that will result from the new arena, including a proposal for $10 million 
in development funding, even as a separate group gets ready to negotiate its own agreement for residents. 

City Councilwoman Tonya Payne, who represents the Hill District, said the One Hill coalition was created 
so there "would be one voice that represented the entire Hill District." She said it was wrong for the 
ministers to be seeking their own meeting. 

"The community has voted on who they wanted to negotiate a community benefits agreement. They 
selected negotiators. I think it's terribly unfair that [the ministers] would be that presumptuous that they 
would come out and say they would be better negotiators than the ones chosen by the community," she 
said. 

2 officials push minority involvement in arena 
Tuesday, April 10, 2007 
Pittsburgh Councilwoman Tonya Payne and Allegheny County Councilman Bill Robinson opened a new 
front yesterday in the push to share the benefits of the proposed new arena and other big-ticket projects. 
 
Councilwoman sees 'extortion' in Hill group's opposition to casino plan 
Thursday, November 30, 2006 
By Rich Lord, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
You can't ask [gambling companies] for their money, and then say, 'If you don't give me the money, we 
won't support you,' " she said. "This seems like extortion to me." 
 
Payne is surprised at casino backlash 
Wednesday, November 22, 2006 
By Ervin Dyer, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
Claiming no one has been more surprised at the rising wave of opposition to the Isle of Capri casino plan 
than she has, city Councilwoman Tonya Payne says neither she nor her office has spoken with anyone 
voicing concern 
 
 


